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Parents and Students, 
Welcome to Sixth Grade Language Arts! 


I’m excited to begin a new school year here at AG. A little about me: I’m a Canton, Ohio native who graduated with my Bachelor’s in Middle Childhood Education from Baldwin Wallace College. This is my fifth year in Charlotte and CMS. I am currently in the midst of my Master’s in Curriculum and Supervision at Appalachian State University.

As you look forward to the beginning of school, please ensure that your child comes prepared to school with supplies from the school supply list (available online). Students should not set up their binders ahead of time; that will be done during the first few days of school. 


As you’re purchasing last minute supplies, please also consider our classroom wish list. Here are items ALWAYS needed during the school year:

· Tissues

· Hand Sanitizer

· White Copy Paper
· Expo Markers and Spray
· Clorox/Disinfecting Wipes

· Glue Sticks

· Post-it Notes
    The first week of school will be spent helping your student acclimate to Middle School. Your child should begin to feel comfortable with changing classes, their classmates, and the middle school method by the end of their first week. (We should have some fun, too!) 

This year, your student will be learning techniques and elements of literature and writing through novels, textbook literature, vocabulary, grammar, journaling, composition writing, persuasion, and much more! An important part of the dynamic of our classroom is the workshop atmosphere. Reading and Writing Workshop provides an opportunity for all students to be thinkers. Students interpret literature and writing based on their own ability level and experience. Students can push themselves to achieve greatness in a place that accommodates their needs and interests. Our classroom is a platform that allows students to cultivate their writing and develop the skills of active learners. I work to teach students to be both consumers and producers of literature in a collaborative environment.
In Language Arts, we encourage students to relate to content and begin to interpret meaning in literature. As writers, we strive for authentic, thoughtful experiences. We participate in activities that are engaging and productive, and develop real life skills and habits of successful learners. Our class is a community, a safe place to be a scholar. 

I look forward to getting to know you and your child over the course of the upcoming year. Please make sure that I have your email address for communication by emailing me your child’s name and phone number. 
If at any time you have questions or concerns, don’t hesitate to contact me by email at: alyn.wharmby@cms.k12.nc.us, or by phone at school. 
Also, for weekly updated class information and homework assignments please see my website: http://wharmbyagms.yolasite.com/ . Please bookmark this site! It will be an important link for students.

See You Thursday, August 25th!

















    

 Ms. Alyn Wharmby

    



6th Grade Language Arts

Novels for 2011-2012
Novel #1: 
Black Ships Before Troy by Rosemary Sutcliff

Novel #2: 
Heartbeat by Sharon Creech
Novel #3:
The Midwife's Apprentice by Karen Cushman

Novel #4: 
Seedfolks by Paul Fleishman

Novel(s) #5: 
Holocaust Thematic Units--- Students will read ONE of a selection of novels 

HONORS CLASSES will begin WWW on SEPTEMBER 12. Please try to have your book by then!

Word Within a Word ordering information: 
Books are NOT available in stores.
6th grade Edition, Yellow cover

ONLINE          at Royal Fireworks Press 

                        http://www.rfwp.com/series4.htm#158 

                        Find the correct student edition and click add to cart

                        Follow the instructions to complete sale

By PHONE      845.726.4444

By FAX            845.726.3824

                      (OR download order form from Fireworks Press website)
“Read as much as you can, as joyfully as you can. Live other lives and learn about your own. See how other writers have written, acquire their knowledge, escape, imagine, think, connect, contrast, travel, ponder, laugh, cry, love, and grow up.”


			-Nancy Atwell








